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MINUTES 
Cherokee County Board of Commissioners 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2010    REGULAR MEETING   6:00 P.M. 
 
CALL TO ORDER         CHAIRMAN  
 
Chairman Ahrens called the regular meeting of the Cherokee County Board of 
Commissioners to order at 6:21 p.m. on Tuesday, September 21, 2010. Those in 
attendance were Vice Chair/Commissioner Harry B. Johnston; Commissioner Jim 
Hubbard; Commissioner Karen Bosch; Commissioner Jason Nelms; County 
Manager Jerry Cooper; County Attorney Angie Davis; County Clerk Sheila R. 
Corbin; Agency Directors/Department Heads; the media and the public. Chairman 
Ahrens welcomed newly appointed Commissioner for Post 4, Jason Nelms.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE       CHAIRMAN 
“Veterans of U.S. military service may proudly salute the flag while not in uniform based on a change in the governing law on  

25 July 2007” 

 
AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
 
There were two amendments: (1) Under the County Manager’s portion, Consider 
adoption of modifications to the Employee Healthcare Plan. (2) Under the County 
Attorney’s portion, Request authorization to take appropriate action against the 
property located at 230 Sugar Mill Lane, under the rules and regulations as 
shown in the Property Maintenance Ordinance, to include possible removal of the 
owner and condemnation of the property. After the Chairman read the 
amendments, he asked for a motion. Commissioner Hubbard made the motion to 
approve the Amendments to Agenda; Vice Chair/Commissioner Johnston 
seconded and there was unanimous approval.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
(1) The Cherokee County Health Department invites you to get your Flu Shot 
at the Drive-by Flu Shot Clinic on Thursday, September 23, 2010 from 7:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. at Canton Elementary School located at 712 Marietta Hwy. For 
ages 13 and older, cost is $20.00. For more information, call the Health 
Department at (770) 345-7371/(770) 928-0133 – Chairman 
 
(2) Early Voting begins September 17, 2010 thru October 22, 2010, Monday 
thru Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. only at the Elections Office located at 400 
East Main Street.  
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Advance Voting will be conducted October 25, 2010 thru October 29, 2010 from 
8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Ball Ground Public Library, Elections Main Office, 
Hickory Flat Public Library and Rose Creek Public Library – Chairman  
 
(3) Waste Management and Cherokee County are co-sponsoring an 
“Electronics Recycling Day” on Saturday, October 2nd from 9:00 a.m. until 
1:00 p.m. in the parking area at the Cherokee County Administration 
Building/Northside-Cherokee Hospital Conference Center located at 1130 Bluffs 
Parkway- further information is located at www.cherokeega.com – Commissioner 
Hubbard 
 
(4) Amnesty Recycling Event If you have been wondering how/when to 
dispose of such items as old paint, vehicle batteries and tires-save the date of 
Saturday, October 2nd. From 10 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. bring them to the Cherokee 
Recycling Center at 470 Blalock Road and they will take your hazardous waste 
materials. There is a nominal fee of $2.00 per tire disposal – Commissioner 
Hubbard  
 
(5) Drug Free Cherokee presents 5th Annual Cherokee County Night Out 
Against Crime – Join local law enforcement agencies and citizens of Cherokee 
County to unite against Drugs and Crime on Thursday, October 7, 2010 from 
5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at New Life Worship Center, Exit 14, Holly Springs. For 
more information, go to www.drugfreecherokee.org – Commissioner Hubbard 
 
And while you’re there, bring your no-longer-needed or out-of-date prescription 
medications in their original bottles to the table operated by the CMANS Agents 
where they will be collected and destroyed at a secure location.  
 
(6) October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month – there are several 
events planned so everyone can be involved and your attendance will be 
welcomed! A Football Frenzy and Tailgate Party is planned for Saturday, 
October 9th at 7:00 p.m. at Sidelines Grille on Reinhardt College Parkway-cost is 
$20 which includes your favorite tailgate style eats, raffles, silent auction and a 
Wine Walk. The annual Candlelight Vigil for the victims and survivors of 
domestic violence will be Tuesday, October 19th at 5:30 p.m. at the gazebo in 
downtown Canton - Chairman  
              
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Ricky Wilson wanted to present a petition regarding the unpaved portion of 
Garland Mountain Road and the medical toll that the current condition causes his 
daughter. Patty Mann wanted to speak about the Vaughn Road bridge re-opening 
but looking as if it is not completed. Kimberly Hyde, president of the Lake Forrest 
Homeowners Association which is part of the Bells Ferry LCI, she wanted to know 
when there would be some tangible progress on the area.  
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The Chairman explained that there was a public hearing on the update tonight 
and perhaps she would like to speak then as well.  
              
 
APPROVAL OF WORK SESSION MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 7, 2010 
 
When Chairman Ahrens asked for a motion to approve the Work Session Minutes 
as submitted by the Clerk, Commissioner Hubbard made a motion to approve; 
Commissioner Bosch seconded and there was unanimous approval.  
 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 7, 2010 
 
When Chairman Ahrens asked for a motion to approve the Regular Meeting  
Minutes as submitted by the Clerk, Commissioner Bosch made the motion to 
approve; Commissioner Hubbard seconded and the motion received unanimous 
approval.  
              
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Please note: The public hearing for revisions to Article 7.7-9 of the Zoning 
Ordinance to allow for raising and keeping “backyard chickens” on residential 
property will not be heard at this meeting, but will be heard at the meeting on 
October 5, 2010. (Unofficial public input will be possible as part of 
Commissioner Johnston's section of the agenda this evening) Chairman  
 
(1) To consider adopting the Bells Ferry Livable Centers Initiative Five Year 
 Plan Update as an amendment to the Bells Ferry LCI Plan – Margaret 
 Stallings  
 
Commissioner Hubbard made the motion to open the public hearing at 6:35 
p.m.; Commissioner Bosch seconded and there was unanimous approval. Jeff 
Watkins explained that Margaret was home sick and Michael Chapman would be 
doing the presentation. Mr. Chapman said he would be going over several items 
during the presentation, which will include accomplishments to date, what 
remains to be done and barriers to implementation. He began saying that the 
vision of the Bells Ferry corridor community is to redevelop commercial 
properties and under-utilized areas into a “community of choice” that can offer 
diverse choices and activities for the entire community.  
 
After Mr. Chapman completed the presentation, the Chairman called the first 
speaker, Mr. Richard Hammonds, who said he lived in the area and wanted to be 
sure that the initial enthusiasm shown was still present, even with the down 
economy. Next the Chairman asked Kimberly Hyde if she wanted to speak again 
during this time, she came back up and said that she had been glad to hear the 
presentation and what had been accomplished so far because her area was 
becoming more and more run-down. There were no other speakers. 
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Commissioner Bosch made a motion to close the public hearing at 7:00 p.m.; 
Commissioner Hubbard seconded and there was unanimous approval to close. 
 
Commissioner Bosch made the motion to adopt the update and authorize 
transmission to ARC; Commissioner Nelms seconded and the motion received 
unanimous approval.  
              
 
ZONING SUMMARY FOR SEPTEMBER 7, 2010  
 
CASE NUMBER    : 10-09-020 
APPLICANT    : Janice Stewart. 
ZONING CHANGE   : R-40 to GC 
LOCATION      : 5742 Bells Ferry Road 
MAP & PARCEL NUMBER  : 15N06 Parcel(s) 104 & 105 
ACRES     : 16.38 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT  : Commercial Mixed Use  
COMMISSION DISTRICT  : Post 4 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT MAP : Bells Ferry LCI Corridor 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: Denial  
 
Applicant has requested postponement of decision of the Commissioners for 60 
days.  
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to postpone a decision for 30 days to 
October 19 meeting; Commissioner Bosch seconded and there was unanimous 
approval.  
              
 
COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
 CHAIRMAN      L. B. AHRENS 
  
 Consider reply comments to GDOT Planning Director ref HB 277- Regional 
 Transportation Bill 
 
 Chairman Ahrens said he and Geoff Morton put together a reply to the 
 GDOT Planning Director that includes recommended changes to 'draft 
 investment criteria'. We used several priority projects to explain the 
 rationale for the recommended changes. The Chairman asked for a motion 
 to authorize the transmission of the documents before September 30.   
  
 Commissioner Bosch made a motion to authorize; Commissioner Nelms 
 seconded and the motion received unanimous approval.  
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 VICE CHAIR/COMMISSION POST 1  HARRY B. JOHNSTON 
  
 "Backyard Chickens” - Discussion and opportunity for unofficial public 
 input, since official public hearing has been advertised for October 5  
 
 Vice Chair/Commissioner Johnston asked anyone who was present for the 
 postponed public hearing would like to speak to come forward and it would 
 not be necessary for them to return for the public hearing unless they 
 chose to. Sarah Hughes presented a petition of parties in her area who are 
 in support of the changes. Richard Hammonds has concerns about the 
 proposed changes, and has done research to justify his concerns, he will 
 return for public hearing to present. Sabina Yepes came up next and said 
 she is in support of the  changes. Lynn Roper spoke last and said she is in 
 support, but would also like to allow roosters.  
 
 Afterwards, Vice  Chair/Commissioner Johnston told everyone they were 
 welcome to come back for the public hearing on October 5, after which the 
 Board would decide to vote the amendments up or down, or maybe even 
 with modifications.  
 
 COMMISSION POST 2    JIM HUBBARD 
 
 COMMISSION POST 3    KAREN BOSCH 
 
 Update SPLOST citizen committee activities  
 
 Commissioner Bosch said that it is hoped there will be a web site available 
 by the end of the week. And that it will also be posted on the Elections web 
 site for those who have called with questions.  
 
 Consideration of action to declare a public nuisance condition at the 
 abandoned pool at the Woodlands subdivision and, if a nuisance exists, to 
 consider action to remove the nuisance by filling the abandoned pool and 
 other measures, for a cost not to exceed $1000.00, pursuant to Section 14-
 221 of the Cherokee County Code of Ordinances.  
 
 Commissioner Bosch made a motion to declare a public nuisance on 
 property and place lien on property for the cost of clean-up and fill the 
 pool; Commissioner Nelms seconded and there was unanimous approval.  
 
 COMMISSION POST 4    JASON NELMS 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1. Request approval to award RFP #2010-08 to American Safety & Firehouse 
 and approval of purchase request for Air Flow Testing of SCBA (Self-
 Contained Breathing Apparatus) in the amount of $13,288  
 
2. Approval for use of PayGov to start merchant services/credit card 
 processing for DSC for business license renewals this year (PayGov is 
 already in use by Clerk of Courts Offices)   
 
Vice Chair/Commissioner Johnston made the motion to approve; Commissioner 
Hubbard seconded and the motion received unanimous approval.  
 
              
 
COUNTY MANAGER 
 
3. Consideration of the renewal of 2011 DHS (Department of Human Services) 
 5310 annual contract for transportation of the Elderly and Persons with 
 Disabilities-$209,736-this is a supplement to the GDOT 5311 funds for 
 transit  
 
Commissioner Hubbard made a motion to approve; Commissioner Nelms 
seconded and there was unanimous approval.  
 
4. Requesting approval to award contract for services to Legacy Mechanical 
 Services, Inc. for $478,530 for Justice Center Upgrades & Renovations  
 
Vice Chair/Commissioner Johnston made the motion to approve; both 
Commissioners Hubbard and Bosch seconded and the motion received unanimous 
approval.  
 
5. Consider award of proposal to Irrigation Consultant Services for design of 
 an irrigation system at the Cherokee County Soccer Complex, in the 
 amount of $9,000  
 
Vice Chair/Commissioner Johnston made a motion to approve the proposal; 
Commissioner Bosch seconded and the vote was for unanimous approval.  
 
6. Consideration of approval of Development Agreement between Cherokee 
 County and JTSF Fernwood, LLC for completion of public improvements at 
 the Estates at Fernwood Creek subdivision  
 
Commissioner Hubbard made the motion to approve the Agreement; Vice 
Chair/Commissioner Johnston seconded and the motion received unanimous 
approval.  
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AMENDMENT – Consideration of modifications to Employee Healthcare Plan  
 
Vice Chair/Commissioner Johnston made the motion to approve as recommended 
by County Manager, with the following modifications to Option 3 presented: (1) 
add $500 deductible to a max of $1,500.; (2) increase co-pay to primary care 
office visit from $20. to $25.; (3) increase co-pay to specialist office visit from 
$25. to $30.; (4) provide $500. co-pay for inpatient hospital stay; (5) increase 
co-pay for prescription drug cards by $5. for each of the tiers; (6) Remove 
morbid obesity benefit; (7) Remove waiver payment of $50 per pay period to 
employees who do not take insurance; (8) Implement Comprehensive Wellness 
Program, as well as provide an on-site clinic, which will offer free doctor/nurse 
practioner visit, free lab work and free prescriptions. (9) Effective date of 
November 1.  
 
Commissioner Hubbard seconded and the vote was for unanimous approval.   
 
              
 
COUNTY ATTORNEY  
 
7. Non-Profit Special Event Pouring License – Recommendation from 
 Marshal’s Office for a temporary pouring license for “Bridgemill Sixes 
 Service League” for Saturday, October 2 from 7:00 p.m. till 10:00 p.m.  
 
Commissioner Bosch made the motion to approve; both Commissioners Hubbard 
and Nelms seconded and the motion received unanimous approval.  
 
8. Show Cause Hearing – Consider revocation of Business License issued for 
 a Home Occupation to Azteca Landscape Maintenance at 462 Victoria Road, 
 Woodstock  
 
Commissioner Bosch made a motion to postpone decision to October 19 to allow 
time for final citation court date; Commissioner Nelms seconded and there was 
unanimous approval.  
 
9. Alcoholic Beverage Violation – Marshal’s Office requests 6 month 
 suspension of alcoholic beverage license followed by a 12 month 
 probationary period. Alcoholic Beverage sold to person under age of 21 at 
 Baxter’s Grocery located at 14865 Highway 92. This is second offense.  
 
Vice Chair/Commissioner Johnston made a motion to impose only a 60 day 
suspension, effective midnight tonight, and 12 month probationary period; 
licensee and clerk must also attend vendor provided class again; Commissioner 
Hubbard seconded and there was unanimous approval.  
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10. Alcoholic Beverage Violation – Marshal’s Office requests 15 day 
 suspension of alcoholic beverage license followed by 12 month probationary 
 period. Alcoholic beverage sold to a person under age of 21 at P & KC 
 Store, formerly known as Homer’s Stop & Wash, located at 12099 
 Cumming Highway. This is first offense.  
 
Vice Chair/Commissioner Johnston made the motion to follow recommendation of 
15 day suspension followed by 12 month probationary period; Commissioner 
Hubbard seconded and the motion received unanimous approval.  
 
11. Alcoholic Beverage Violation – Marshal’s Office requests 15 day 
 suspension of alcoholic beverage license followed by 12 month probationary 
 period. Alcoholic beverage sold to person under age of 21 at Jordan’s Quick 
 Mart located at 5234 Little Refuge Road. This is first offense.  
 
At the request of the attorney for Jordan’s Quick Mart, Mr. Billy Hasty, Mrs. Davis 
asked for a continuance to October 5th. Commissioner Bosch made the motion to 
approve request; Commissioner Nelms seconded and there was unanimous 
approval.  
 
AMENDMENT - Request authorization to take appropriate action against the 
property located at 230 Sugar Mill Lane, under the rules and regulations as 
shown in the Property Maintenance Ordinance, to include possible removal of the 
owner and condemnation of the property 
 
Commissioner Hubbard made the motion to approve as stated; Vice 
Chair/Commissioner Johnston seconded and there was unanimous approval.  
 
              
 
ADJOURN  
 
After the Chairman asked if there was anything else, hearing none Commissioner 
Bosch made the motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:36 p.m.; Chairman 
Ahrens seconded and the motion received unanimous approval.  
              
These Minutes were approved at the regular meeting on October 5, 2010.  


