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         SUMMARY 
Cherokee County Board of Commissioners 
MARCH 1, 2011   REGULAR MEETING   6:00 P.M. 
 
CALL TO ORDER       CHAIRMAN AHRENS  
 
Chair called at 6:06 p.m. All members present.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
“Veterans of U.S. military service may proudly salute the flag while not in uniform based on a change in the 

governing law on 25 July 2007” 
 
AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
 
Four amendments: (1) Under County Manager – Add Consider acceptance of 91+ 
acre parcel for green space; (2) Under County Manager – Add Request to approve 
proposal by Wetlands & Ecological Consultants to prepare Environmental 
Assessment for Blankets Creek Park; (3)  Under Announcements – Add Downtown 
Woodstock Main Street partial closing; (4) Under Announcements – Add Notice of 
Board of Ethics meeting.  
 
Bosch motion to approve; Nelms second; unanimous approval.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
(1) 2011 Cherokee County Senior Olympics beginning 02 April and ending April 
29; cost is $12.00, except for golf; there are 15 events. Registration at 
http://www.ccsrolympics.org/  
 
(2) On Wednesday, March 2 and Thursday, March 3 between the hours of 8 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Johnson Landscapes will be paving and then striping Main 
Street in Downtown Woodstock. During this process, traffic will only be allowed to 
flow in one direction at a time. EXPECT DELAYS. Detour if possible. AMENDMENT  
 
(3) Notice of meeting of the Cherokee County Board of Ethics at the Fire Station 
Community Room at 9550 Bells Ferry Road (Bridge Mill) on Thursday, March 3 at 
6:00 p.m. Purpose of the meeting is the election of a Chairman and Vice 
Chairman. AMENDMENT  
 
APPROVAL OF WORK SESSION MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 15th  

 

Hubbard motion to approve; Johnston second; unanimous approval.  
 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 15th   
 
Johnston motion to approve; Hubbard second; unanimous approval.  
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Taylor Thompson (who was originally on the agenda under Commissioner Nelms) 
had asked to speak about the “Yellow Ribbon” project in Cherokee County. Taylor 
had taken on getting the organization established in Cherokee County as his 
Senior project at Etowah High when a close friend of his committed suicide a year 
ago. The Yellow Ribbon Project is a Suicide Awareness and Prevention Program for 
Teens began in 1994. Taylor has put together a Fishing Tournament to raise funds 
on March 12 at Victoria Landing and has already raised his goal, but invited 
everyone to attend and have a Family Fun Day. Taylor also thanked 
Commissioner Nelms for becoming a sponsor and assisting him in getting the 
word out.  
 
              
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
Consideration of revisions to the Zoning Districts, the Permitted Uses Table and 
related sections of the Zoning Ordinance – Margaret Stallings  
 
Bosch motion to approve with changes; Johnston second; unanimous approval.  
 
              
 
COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
CHAIRMAN      L. B. AHRENS 
 
Board Appointment to the Highland Rivers Community Service Board  
 
Ahrens appointed Kellie Roberts; Nelms second; unanimous approval.  
 
Chair mentioned he attended the Development Authority meeting and they had 
voted to name the property on Highway 92 at Dupree Road as “Cherokee 75”.  
 
COMMISSION POST 1    HARRY B. JOHNSTON 
 
Consider acceptance of remaining portion of Cherokee Gold Trail for County 
Maintenance; 0.37 miles, with the exception of Parcel 04N05 009  
 
Johnston explained this would be adopted under his one mile program.  
 
VICE CHAIR/COMMISSION POST 2  JIM HUBBARD 
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COMMISSION POST 3    KAREN BOSCH 
 
Clarification of motion to reduce Impact Fee to 50% made at February 15 meeting  
 
Bosch motion to adopt clarification of wording; Ahrens second; unanimous 
approval.  
 
COMMISSION POST 4    JASON NELMS 
 
Taylor Thompson, Etowah High School Senior Project – Yellow Ribbon of Cherokee 
County – Suicide Prevention and Awareness (moved to Public Comment)  
 
              
  
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1. Final approval for Non-Profit Special Event Pouring License for BridgeMill 
 Sixes Service League on Saturday, April 30 from 7:00 p.m. till 10:00 p.m. 
 
2. Consider approval for County to remain as Fiscal Agent for FOCUS (Georgia 
 Family Connection Partnership) for the period of July 1, 2011 through June 
 30, 2012; and adopt budget amendment of $25,000   
 
3. Request approval and acceptance for GEMA Grant in the amount of $11,000 
 for the Cherokee County CERT/Citizens Corps; and approval of budget 
 amendment/transfer of funds  
 
4. Consider budget amendment to reduce Tax Commissioners 2011 budget 
 $40,000 due to personnel costs savings  
 
5. Consider approval to extend the CATS vanpool contract with VPSI through 
 February 1, 2012  
 
6. Approve surplus of 40 county vehicles for May 7 auction to reduce County 
 fleet costs by 6.7%  
 
7.  Request approval for 2011 budget amendment/transfer for Tax 
 Commissioner to  record misc reimbursement revenue for refunded surety 
 bond for former Tax Commissioner David Fields, and the payment of newly 
 issued surety bond for newly appointed Tax Commissioner Sonya Little  
 
Hubbard motion to approve; Nelms second; unanimous approval.  
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COUNTY MANAGER  
 
8. Consider approval of Encroachment Agreement with the Kingston Square 
 Homeowners Association to allow the installation of an entrance monument 
 sign and landscaping in the Fitchburg Drive right-of-way  
 
Nelms motion to approve; Bosch second; unanimous approval.  
 
9. Request approval to award contract for services to Latimer Construction in 
 the amount of $341,371. to replace 57 HVAC units at 11 different facilities 
 throughout the County paid by Energy Conservation grant  
 
Hubbard motion to approve; Johnston second; unanimous approval.  
 
10. Consider purchase of 47+/- acres, referred as the Six M’s tract, along the 
 Etowah River for $9,900/acre from Park Bond  
 
Johnston motion to approve; Hubbard second; unanimous approval.  
 
11. Consider approval of employee separation agreement – effective April 30, 
 2011.  
 
Hubbard motion to approve; Johnston second; unanimous approval.  
 
12. Request approval for 2010 budget amendments to correct budget errors 
 and approved spending transfers between departments. Net impact to 
 budget=ZERO  
 
Johnston motion to approve; Hubbard second; unanimous approval.  
 
AMENDMENT – Consider acceptance of a donation of 91.196+/- acre parcel from 
Smithwick Partners LLC through the Atlantic Coast Conservancy  
 
Johnston motion to approve; Hubbard second; unanimous approval.  
 
AMENDMENT – Request to approve proposal submitted by Wetlands & Ecological 
Consultants, LLC., in the amount of $13,300, to prepare an Environmental 
Assessment for the Blankets Creek Park project for submission to Corps of 
Engineers  
 
Bosch motion to approve; Nelms second; unanimous approval.  
 
              
 
COUNTY ATTORNEY 
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ADJOURN  
 
Hubbard motion to adjourn at 6:41 p.m.; Johnston second; unanimous approval.   

  
 


