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MINUTES        
Cherokee County Board of Commissioners 

September 18, 2012     REGULAR MEETING CHEROKEE HALL  6:00 P.M. 
 

 
INVOCATION 
 
Reverend Eynon with Woodstock Christian Church gave the invocation. 
 
CALL TO ORDER       CHAIRMAN AHRENS 
 
Chairman Ahrens called the regular meeting to order at 6:08 p.m. Those present include 
Commissioner Harry B. Johnston; Commissioner Jim Hubbard; Vice Chair/Commissioner 
Karen Bosch; Commissioner Jason Nelms; County Manager Jerry Cooper; County 
Attorney Angie Davis; County Clerk Christy Black.  Also present were Agency 
Directors/Department Heads; the media; and the public. 
 
 
RATIFY CLOSURE OF EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
Chairman Ahrens called for the motion to ratify closure of Executive Session at 5:58 
p.m. with no action taken. Commissioner Hubbard made a motion to approve; 
Commissioner Johnston seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE           
“Veterans of U.S. military service may proudly salute the flag while not in uniform based on a change in the governing law on 25 July 2007” 

 

Chairman Ahrens led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
None Scheduled.  
 
 
 
 
AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. ELECTRONICS RECYCLING DAY SATURDAY OCTOBER 13, 2012    

Commissioner Hubbard announced the recycling day and said it’s that time again to start 
getting electronic items ready to recycle, including old boom boxes and computers you 
may have laying around.  
 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at Cherokee Administrative Building 
1130 Bluffs Parkway, Canton, GA 30114 
 
 
2. Voting Dates, Times & Locations  
 
Oct. 15 – Oct 26  
8:30-5:00 (M-F) 
Cherokee County Elections Office 
400 E. Main Street 
Canton, GA 30114 
Open to ALL Cherokee County registered voters! 
(one location ONLY) 
 
Oct. 27  
8:30-4:00 (Saturday)  
Cherokee County Elections Office 
400 E. Main Street, Canton, GA 30114 
Ball Ground Public Library 
435 Old Canton Rd., Ball Ground, GA 30107 
Hickory Flat Public Library 
2740 East Cherokee Dr., Canton, GA 30115 
Rose Creek Public Library 
4476 Towne Lake Parkway, Woodstock, GA 30189 
Woodstock Public Library 
7735 Main Street, Woodstock, GA 30188 
Open to ALL Cherokee County registered voters! 
(Five locations) 
 
Oct. 29 – Nov. 2  
8:30–7:00 (M-F) 
Open to ALL Cherokee County registered voters! 
All Five locations – see addresses above. 
Nov. 5 (Monday) NO VOTING 
 
Nov. 6  
ELECTION DAY 7:00–7:00 (Tuesday) 
All county precincts are open ELECTION DAY  
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You must vote at your assigned precinct.  
Check your voter precinct card or call the Elections office at 770-479-0407 for your 
polling location. 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 4, 2012. 
As distributed by the County Manager. 
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to approve; Commissioner Bosch seconded and 
there was unanimous approval. 
 
 

 
APPROVAL OF WORK SESSION MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 4, 2012.  
 
 
Commissioner Bosch made a motion to approve; Commissioner Johnston seconded and 
there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 4, 2012. 
 
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to approve; Commissioner Bosch seconded and 
there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
None Scheduled. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
1. Troy Welker signed up to speak about the RRDA Board and added that an Advisory 
 Board to assist the Board be formed. He also requested the Board consider more 
 opportunities for citizens to ask questions of the Board and thanked the Chairman 
 for answering his questions when he had asked them from the audience. 
 
2. Steve Marcinko signed up to speak about the Grand Jury Recommendations.  
 
3. Jackie Archer said that she had signed up to give her time to Steve Marcinko but 
 said   that she would comment that she appreciated what the Board had 
 intended to do but they have lost the public’s trust. 
 
4. John Hiland signed up to speak about the Grand Jury recommendations. 



By policy, minutes are not official until approved by the Board at a future regular meeting. 

Page 4 of 8 
 

 
5. Carolyn Cosby signed up to speak about the Grand Jury recommendations. 
  
5. Tony Delibero had signed up to speak about HOST but declined to speak when 
 called. 
 
 
 
 
ZONING CASES 
 
None Scheduled. 
 
              
 
 
COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
 
 
 CHAIRMAN      L. B. AHRENS 
 
 
  A. Consideration of resolution in response to Grand Jury    
  Recommendations. 
 
Chairman Ahrens asked Angie Davis to read through the resolution, starting with the 
recommendations, reading each one along with the County’s response to each. 
 
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to adopt and forward the resolution to the Grand 
Jury; Commissioner Bosch seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
Commissioner Bosch commented as a reminder from earlier discussion that the response 
would include a statement that a letter under the Chairman’s signature was being sent 
to the GBI requesting an investigation. Commissioner Johnston amended his motion to 
include that statement to the response.   
 
Chairman Ahrens added a comment that the Board has been called to appear before the 
Grand Jury at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, September 24, 2012 to discuss the 
recommendations. He said that the Board will deliver the executed response to the 
Grand Jury tomorrow so that they will have it in advance. 
 
   
  B. Consideration of resolution to define Board of Commissioners   
  policy[ies] regarding proposed HOST referendum. 
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Commissioner Johnston summarized the HOST resolution and added that from Work 
Session Discussion, the tagline for the resolution is ‘100% from Day One’ because the 
Board is committed to applying a credit immediately rather than accumulate collected 
funds for up to two years as the law allows while going into the transition. The first year 
it is anticipated that a 15% credit be applied to County M&O; year two it is estimated 
about a 90% credit to homeowners and owner of other property; and year 2015 and 
beyond a 100% offset of County M&O for homestead exempted property and a 50% to 
60% offset on other classes of property. 
 
Commissioner Johnston then read through the proposed HOST resolution. 
 
Commissioner Bosch said that it was important to note that in addition to the millage 
rate, that homeowners would actually see a credit on their tax bill.  
 
Chairman Ahrens said that he’d like to distinguish between the three types of taxes: real 
property includes land, residence/buildings; personal property includes business 
inventory, airplanes, boats etc.; motor vehicle taxes are not real property and therefore 
a tax would still be owed as long as you own the vehicle. 
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to approve; Commissioner Bosch seconded and 
there was unanimous approval. 
 
Chairman Ahrens then discussed an email the Board had received that was sent among 
some of the Tea Party members. He said he wanted to clarify an erroneous statement in 
that email that the County Attorney was paid $6,000.00 for every Board of 
Commissioners’ meeting. He said the fact is that the County Attorney is paid 
$150.00 per hour as stated in the County’s contract which is available for anyone who 
wishes to see it. He added that calculated at the rate stated in the email would result in 
40 hour meetings. (Someone shouted from the audience that they could provide that 
documentation, but it was inaudible on the recording.) 
 
 
 COMMISSION POST 1    HARRY B. JOHNSTON 
 
 
 
 COMMISSION POST 2    JIM HUBBARD 
 
  
 
 VICE CHAIR/COMMISSION POST 3  KAREN BOSCH 

 
 
 

 COMMISSION POST 4    JASON NELMS 
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CONSENT AGENDA  
 
 
 
1.1 Consider approval to set a public hearing for October 16, 2012 to consider a 
 revision to Article 7, Section 7-15c related to zoning requirements of private and 
 parochial schools. 
 
 
1.2 Consider approval of budget amendment to increase the Fire District Fund to 
 accept insurance recovery monies in the amount of $1,264.92 for repairs.   
 
 
Commissioner Bosch made a motion to approve; Commissioner Nelms seconded and 
there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
              
 
 
COUNTY MANAGER  
 
2.1 Consider approval to purchase a hydraulic thumb attachment for the Komatsu 
 PC220 Track-hoe from Tractor & Equipment Company for the Roads & 
 Bridges Department in the amount of $11,594.12.  
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to approve; Commissioner Hubbard seconded 
and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
 
2.2 Consider adoption of a resolution to establish the Animal Service Fee Schedule for 
 the Cherokee County Animal Shelter in order to off-set the cost of animal care. 
 
Jerry Cooper added that he had spoken to Judge Drane who agreed to increase court 
fines associated with violations pertaining to animals also. 
 
Mr. Cooper restated from Work Session discussion that the increase in adoptions fees 
would be monitored to make sure that it does not negatively impact adoptions. He also 
said that the impact of owner surrender fees would be monitored, but the goal here is to 
send a message to citizens that the general public should not have to pay for the care of 
these animals. 
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to approve; Commissioner Hubbard seconded and 
there was unanimous approval. 
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2.3 Consider approval to award the construction contract to the lowest responsible 
 bidder, CABLIK Enterprises, LLC, for Fire/ES Training Center for a total amount 
 of $3,084,812.00 which includes the base bid proposal sum plus acceptance of 
 ADD  alternatives. A separate contingency amount of $150,000.00 is  requested, 
 bringing the total to $3,234,812.00.  Also, requesting approval of change  order 
 for design/engineering services to POND & Company for a lump sum of 
 $40,000.00. 
 
 
Commissioner Bosch made a motion to approve; Commissioner Hubbard seconded and 
there was unanimous approval. Commissioner Bosch commented that this project had 
been a long time coming and that the visitors to the training center would benefit 
Cherokee County. 
 
 
2.4 Consider approval of an addendum to extend the partnership agreement with 
 Cherokee County Saddle Club for construction and maintenance of Horse & Hiking 
 Trails at Garland Mountain for an additional five (5) years which will expire on 
 September  30, 2017. 
 
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to approve; Commissioner Johnston seconded and 
there was unanimous approval. 
 
Chairman Ahrens commented that the County won’t get any better or safer trails or 
more well-designed services anywhere.  
 
 
 
2.5 Consider approval of a new Professional Services Agreement with Sparkling Clean 
 of Georgia for janitorial services to include the addition of two facilities and the 
 extra square footage of the Renovated Senior Center for a total amount of 
 $532,992.00. 
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to approve; Commissioner Bosch seconded and 
there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
 
2.6 Consider approval to purchase fourteen (14) new patrol vehicles for the Cherokee 
 County Sheriff’s Office from Brannen Motor Company and Hardy Chevrolet in the 
 total amount $395,193.00. 
 
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to approve; Commissioner Nelms seconded and 
there was unanimous approval. 
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COUNTY ATTORNEY 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURN  
 
The Chairman asked if there was any further business.  Commissioner Johnston 
commented that he noticed Steve Marcinko and Jackie Archer were no longer in the 
auditorium after the Board had done what they asked tonight. Hearing no further 
business, Commissioner Bosch made the motion to adjourn at 7:23 p.m.; Commissioner 
Johnston seconded and the motion received unanimous approval. 
 
 
 


