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MINUTES 
Cherokee County Board of Commissioners 
September 17, 2013 
Regular Meeting 
CHEROKEE HALL 6:00 PM 

 
INVOCATION 
 
Larry Baker with Prayer and Praise Fellowship gave the invocation. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE           
“Veterans of U.S. military service may proudly salute the flag while not in uniform based on a change in the governing law on 

25 July 2007” 

 
Jerry Cooper led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CALL TO ORDER                        CHAIRMAN AHRENS 
 
Chairman Ahrens called the regular meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. Those 
present included Commissioner Harry B. Johnston; Commissioner Brian 
Poole; Vice Chair/Commissioner Jason Nelms; County Manager Jerry Cooper; 
County Attorney Angie Davis; County Clerk Christy Black.  Also present were 
Agency Directors/Department Heads; the media; and the public. (Note: 
Commissioner Gunnin was absent.) 
 
 
RATIFY CLOSURE OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Chairman Ahrens called for a motion to ratify the closure of Executive 
Session at 5:50 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to approve; Commissioner Poole 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
PRESENTATION(S) 
 
Sheriff’s Office Quarterly Awards. 
 
Sheriff Roger Garrison presented the awards as Captain Tony McMahan gave 
a brief description of the actions resulting in the various awards. Civilians 
Randy Dodd, Hudson Rechsteiner and Jesus Castillo received the “Life Saving 
Award”. Sergeant Michael Grier received the Medal of Valor, the highest 



Page 2 of 11 
 

honor of Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office awards; Sergeant Pete Turcotte, 
Deputy Sheriff Patrick Bolls, Corporal Kyle Nowiak and Deputy Sheriff 
Gregory Magee received the Sheriff’s Commendation Award. 
 
Sheriff Garrison thanked the Board for allowing them the time to recognize 
these individuals and to present the awards. Chairman Ahrens thanked the 
Sheriff for his leadership and added that he was always glad to have the 
Sheriff’s Office awards presented at meetings.  
 
 
AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
 
1. Add item 2.10 under County Manager’s Section: Acceptance of 
 Juvenile Reinvestment Grant Agreement. 
 
2. Add item 2.11 under County Manager’s Section: Consider approval of 
 Supplemental Agreement No. 8 from NJ Wilbanks Contracting 
 Company, Inc., for additional work associated with milling and overlay 
 of existing paving to make a smooth tie-in to Phase I of the Commerce 
 Boulevard- Phase 2 project in the total amount of $25,791.96. 
 
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to approve; Commissioner Nelms 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
1. North Georgia Drive-by Flu Shot Clinic for Cherokee County 
 Tuesday, October 1, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
 Woodstock Health Center, 7545 North Main Street, Woodstock;  
 (770) 928-0133 
 
2. Road Closure – Roscoe Collett          
 
Due to the weather, Cherokee County Roads & Bridges Department 
announces that Roscoe Collett Road will remain closed until Monday 
September 30, 2013 for road improvements. A detour will be posted during 
the duration of the repairs. 
 
Questions regarding the road closure should be directed to the Roads and 
Bridges Department at 770-345-5842. 
Chairman Ahrens added a couple of comments after the announcements: 
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The Commissioners have requested the City of Canton raise the speed limit 
on Bluffs Parkway from 35 mph to 45 mph and it is on the City of Canton’s 
agenda for next week.  
 
He received information earlier today from the Atlanta Regional Committee. 
Comparing years 2010 to 2013, the entire Metro Atlanta area rated .9% in 
growth and Cherokee County rated 1.4%, the highest of all ten counties. He 
added that 1.4% was manageable growth and that this was a positive for 
the County. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 3, 
2013. 
As distributed by the County Manager. 
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to approve; Commissioner Poole 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 

 
APPROVAL OF WORK SESSION MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 3, 2013. 
 
 
Commissioner Poole made a motion to approve; Commissioner Nelms 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 3, 
2013. 
 
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to approve; Commissioner Poole 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
No one signed up to speak. 
 
1. Etowah Community Development  
 
 A Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at 6:00 
 p.m. in Cherokee Hall, 1130 Bluffs Parkway, Canton, 30114, at which 
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 time the public may comment on the Etowah Community Development 
 Plan. 
 
Note: Applicant requested to withdraw the request on 9/13/2013. 
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to open the Public Hearing at 6:19 
p.m.; Commissioner Johnston seconded there was unanimous approval. 
 
Jeff Watkins stated that last Friday they received a request from the 
applicant to withdraw the request without prejudice. Commissioner Johnston 
stated that the withdraw request was widely publicized and likely no one 
would have signed up to speak. Chairman Ahrens confirmed that no one 
signed up to speak and asked the audience if anyone in attendance would 
like to speak on the Etowah Community Development. No one responded.  
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to close the Public Hearing at 6:21 
p.m.; Commissioner Nelms seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to accept the withdrawal notice 
request without prejudice; Commissioner Nelms seconded and there was 
unanimous approval. 
 
 
 
2. 2014 Proposed Budget 
 
 A Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at 6:00 
 p.m. in Cherokee Hall, 1130 Bluffs Parkway, Canton, 30114, at which 
 time the public may comment on the 2014 Annual Budget.    
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to open the Public Hearing at 6:21 
p.m.; Commissioner Poole seconded there was unanimous approval. 
 
Ms. Funk made the budget presentation of the proposed 2014 budget which 
is a decrease of $19.4 Million from the previous year. She stated that the 
budget would be presented for consideration of adoption at the October 1, 
2013 meeting. Chairman Ahrens invited anyone interested to view the full 
budget document online or to view the hard copy in the County Clerk’s office 
and to get back to the Board with any comments or suggestions prior to the 
next meeting. Commissioner Johnston commented that the County was 
beginning to grow the tax digest and has been able to reduce in some areas 
and that has allowed them to increase salaries which is something 
employees haven’t seen in five years. Commissioner Nelms commented that 
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he was glad to see that things were looking up and that property values 
were starting to increase, allowing for the 3% COLA for the employees. 
 
No one had signed up to speak at the Public Hearing.  
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to close the Public Hearing at 6:29 
p.m.; Commissioner Poole seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
3. Petition by Acworth Highway 92 Partners, LLC, to modify a 
 condition of Zoning Case 05-04-030 - Majestic Highway 92 
 Partners, LLC 

 A public hearing will be held in Cherokee Hall at the Cherokee County 
 Administration Building, 1130 Bluffs Parkway, Canton, Georgia, on 
 Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. before the Board of 
 Commissioners of Cherokee County, Georgia, to consider a petition by 
 Acworth Highway 92 Partners, LLC, to modify a condition of Zoning 
 Case 05-04-030 - Majestic Highway 92 Partners, LLC at which time the 
 public may comment. 

Commissioner Nelms made a motion to open the Public Hearing at 6:32 
p.m.; Commissioner Poole seconded there was unanimous approval. 
 
Vicki Taylor Lee gave an overview of the request.  
 
Woody Galloway with Galloway Law Group signed up to speak in support of 
the petition.  
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to close the Public Hearing at 6:35 
p.m.; Commissioner Poole seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to adopt the petition to modify 
conditions of zoning case 05-04-030; Commissioner Poole seconded and 
there was unanimous approval. 
 
4. Petition by Lee Raines to modify a condition of zoning case no. 
 97-03-007- Brett Blevins 

 A public hearing will be held in Cherokee Hall at the Cherokee County 
 Administration Building, 1130 Bluffs Parkway, Canton, Georgia, on 
 Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. before the Board of 
 Commissioners of Cherokee County, Georgia, to consider a petition by 
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 Lee Raines to modify a condition of zoning case no. 97-03-007- Brett 
 Blevins at which time the public may comment. 

Commissioner Nelms made a motion to open the Public Hearing at 6:36 
p.m.; Commissioner Poole seconded there was unanimous approval. 
 
Jeff Watkins gave an overview of the petition, explaining that Mr. Raines was 
building a house in BridgeMill and is requesting to encroach into the 15’ 
buffer and to heavily plant the remaining 10’.  
 
Alex Karoffa signed up to speak. He stated that he was here to get some 
understanding of the variance. He added that after seeing the plans tonight, 
he was fine with the request. 
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to close the Public Hearing at 6:39 
p.m.; Commissioner Poole seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
Commissioner Poole as District Commissioner made a motion to approve the 
encroachment; Commissioner Nelms seconded and there was unanimous 
approval. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
No one signed up to speak. 
 
Chairman Ahrens added a comment about the Coast2Coast Prescription 
Discount Card that presented during Work Session. He stated that the 
County would add a link to their website for information and to download 
and print the card. 
 
 
ZONING CASES 
 
None Scheduled. 
              
 
 
COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
 
 CHAIRMAN       L. B. AHRENS 
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A. Nomination of Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) citizen 
 representative.  
 
Chairman Ahrens stated that the ARC was a ten county entity and currently 
Dennis Burnett is serving as Cherokee County’s citizen representative. He 
said that in December Mr. Burnett’s term would expire and that as a general 
practice, he was reaching out to the Board and to the Mayors for 
suggestions. He added that Mr. Burnett is doing a great job and has 
indicated that he would accept a re-appointment but that due consideration 
would be given to anyone who was recommended. 
 
 
 COMMISSION DISTRICT 1           HARRY B. JOHNSTON 
 
 
 COMMISSION DISTRICT 2    RAYMOND GUNNIN 
 
 
 
 COMMISSION DISTRICT 3      BRIAN POOLE 
 
A. Appointment to the Cemetery Preservation Committee. 

 
Commissioner Poole said that due to the resignation of Mr. Bill Long 
last month, he was appointing Mr. Harold Silvey to fill the remaining 
term which expires on December 31, 2016. 
 
 

 VICE CHAIR/COMMISSION DISTRICT 4  JASON NELMS 
 
 
              
       
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
1.1 Ratification of Letter Agreement Concerning Professional Services 

Agreement with Rhonda McClendon. 
 
 Mr. Cooper said that as discussed in Work Session and Executive 

Session, the agreement extends the due date of the forensic audit 
from September 12, 2013 to September 20, 2013. 
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Commissioner Nelms made a motion to approve; Commissioner Johnston 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
                   
 
 
 
COUNTY MANAGER  
 
2.1 Consider approval of Professional Services Agreement in the annual 
 amount not to exceed $1,891,213.00 with CorrectHealth Cherokee to 
 provide Medical/Dental/Health Services to the inmates of the Cherokee 
 County Sheriff’s Office  Adult Detention Center. 
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to approve; Commissioner Nelms 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
2.2 Consider approval of Professional Services Agreement in the annual 
 amount not to exceed $600,000.00 to Trinity Services Group to 
 provide a Food Service Program to the inmates of the Cherokee 
 County Sheriff’s Office  Adult Detention Center. 
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to approve; Commissioner Poole 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
2.3 Consider renewal of contract with Consolidated Telecom of Dallas, 
 Texas, for use by the inmates of the Cherokee  County Sheriff’s Office 
 Adult Detention Center. 
 
Commissioner Poole made a motion to approve; Commissioner Nelms 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
2.4 Consider renewal of contract with A&S Commissary Services LLC of 
 Stockbridge, Georgia for commissary services and equipment for use 
 by the inmates of the Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office Adult 
 Detention Center. 
 
Commissioner Poole made a motion to approve; Commissioner Nelms 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 



Page 9 of 11 
 

 
2.5 Consider a partial (50%) waiver of the impact fees for the Inalfa Roof 
 Systems project based on the extraordinary economic development 
 value to the county. 
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to approve; Commissioner Poole 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
2.6 Consider awarding Purchase Order in the amount of $52,345.00 to 
 Utility Associates for purchase of 30 Rocket Vehicle Routers for 
 Cherokee County Fire & Emergency Services. 
 
Commissioner Poole made a motion to approve; Commissioner Nelms 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
 
2.7 Consider awarding Purchase Order in the amount of $42,536.00 to CTL 
 for purchase of 52 NL 4 Tablets for Cherokee Fire & Emergency 
 Services. 
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to approve; Commissioner Poole 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
2.8 Consider awarding Purchase Order in the amount of $102,110.00 to 
 Georgia Fire and Rescue Supply for purchase of 10 Thermal Imager 
 Cameras. 
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to approve; Commissioner Poole 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
2.9  Consider approval of contract renewal of the County’s Property an
 Casualty Insurance Program through Insurance Office of America for 
 coverage by One Beacon in the total amount of $694,390.00. 
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to approve; Commissioner Poole 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
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2.10 Amendment: Consider acceptance of federal Juvenile Reinvestment 
 Grant Agreement JBR-10-01-003  in the amount of $110,000.00 and 
 authorize the corresponding Budget Amendment allocating grant 
 monies to  the County’s adopted FY13  Budget. 
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to approve; Commissioner Nelms 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
2.11 Amendment:  Consider approval of Supplemental Agreement No. 8 
 from NJ Wilbanks Contracting Company, Inc., for additional work 
 associated with milling and overlay of existing paving to make a 
 smooth tie-in to Phase I of the Commerce Boulevard- Phase 2 project 
 in the total amount of $25,791.96. 
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to approve; Commissioner Poole 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
              
 
 
COUNTY ATTORNEY 
 
 
3.1 City of Woodstock Annexation Notice.  
 
Angie Davis recalled in a previous meeting the request was discussed as far 
as contiguity and that it involves approximately 73 acres at Barnes Road and 
Trickum Road. She stated that the Board had discussed not making an 
objection based on land use statutes contingent upon agreement of four 
principle issues: donation of right-of-way at Trickum, donation of adequate 
right-of-way at Barnes/Trickum, conveyance of title to approximately 2 acres 
where fire station #7 sits, and for the new construction of the fire station to  
tie into the sewer with the developer to pay impact fees.  
Ms. Davis asked Parks Huff if he would like to comment further. Mr. Huff 
clarified that the reference to 2 acres being donated where the fire station 
sits is inclusive of what the County owns to bring the total to approximately 
2 acres.  
 
Ms. Davis acknowledged the clarification by Mr. Huffs, that the 2 acres was 
not an additional two acres, but inclusive of what the County owns.  
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Commissioner Nelms asked Ms. Davis for direction on a motion. Ms. Davis 
advised that she and Mr. Huff had spoken and that if they could reach an 
agreement on a contract between the developer and the County, that a 
motion to refrain from objecting contingent upon an agreement on or before 
September 23, 2013 might be in order. 
 
Commissioner Johnston stated that he had initially thought to object the 
request and to remove the objection upon reaching a successful agreement, 
but to be more congenial he would agree with not filing an objection. 
Commissioner Johnston read some comments that he had sketched in the 
event the County did file an objection.  
 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to not object to the City’s request for 
annexation for this specific piece of property based on the developer 
meeting the criteria: 1. Land donation at fire station to bring the total to two 
acres, contingent upon approval of Fire Chief, 2. Right-of-way donation at 
Barnes Road, contingent upon approval of County Engineer, 3. Right-of-way 
donation at Trickum Road, contingent upon approval of County Engineer, 
and 4. Fire Station new construction being allowed to tie into sewer line with 
developer paying impact fees; Commissioner Poole seconded and there was 
unanimous approval. 
 
 
 
3.2 City of Holly Springs Annexation Notice. 
 
Angie Davis said that the parcel was about 3.2 acres at Hickory Flat Highway 
near Harmony on the Lakes. She said that the deadline to object is October 
1 so they have a little time. Chairman Ahrens commented that this was 
discussed at work Session. Commissioner Johnston stated as District 
Commissioner that he didn’t see any reason to object.  
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to not object; Commissioner Nelms 
seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
 
ADJOURN  
 
 
The Chairman asked if there was any further business. Hearing none, 
Commissioner Nelms made a motion to adjourn at 7:18 p.m.; Commissioner 
Poole seconded and the motion received unanimous approval.  
 
 


