
Cherokee County Board of Commissioners 
MINUTES 

 
December 3, 2013 Regular Meeting 

 
INVOCATION 
 
Cindy O’Leary with the Hope Center gave the invocation. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE           
“Veterans of U.S. military service may proudly salute the flag while not in uniform based on a change in the governing law on 

25 July 2007” 

 

Commissioner Poole led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER                        CHAIRMAN AHRENS 
 
Chairman Ahrens called the regular meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. Those 
present included Commissioner Harry B. Johnston; Commissioner Raymond 
Gunnin; Commissioner Brian Poole; County Manager Jerry Cooper; County 
Attorney Angie Davis; County Clerk Christy Black. Also present were Agency 
Directors/Department Heads; the media; and the public. Note: Vice 
Chair/Commissioner Jason Nelms was absent due to a business meeting. 
 
 
RATIFY CLOSURE OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
The Chairman called for a motion to ratify the closure of Executive Session 
at 5:55 p.m.  
 
Commissioner Johnston made the motion to approve; Commissioner Poole 
seconded and there was unanimous approval 4-0.  
 
 
PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS 
 
None Scheduled. 
 
 
AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
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1. Add item 2.4 under the County Manager’s portion: Consider final 
 acceptance of all public rights-of-way, roadways and appurtenant 
 drainage structures in the Cherokee 75 Corporate Park. 
 
2. Add item 2.5 under County Manager’s portion: Consider approval of 
 IGA with City of Woodstock Downtown Development Authority for use 
 of CATS trolley. 
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to approve; Commissioner Gunnin 
seconded and there was 4-0 unanimous approval. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Chairman Ahrens added an announcement regarding public informational 
meetings concerning various alternate routes for State Route 20. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE SESSION, WORK SESSION AND REGULAR 
MEETING MINUTES FROM NOVEMBER 19, 2013. 
 
Commissioner Poole made a motion to approve; Commissioner Johnston 
seconded and there was unanimous approval 4-0. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
The Cherokee County Board of Commissioners hold a Public Hearing on 
December 3, 2016 to consider the full waiver of the one condition of zoning 
attached to the 1990 Rezone Case Number 90-07-101 Carole 
Crenshaw. 
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to open the Public Hearing at 6:09 
p.m.; Commissioner Poole seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
No one had signed up to speak in support or opposition of the request. 
 
Ms. Vicki Taylor Lee gave an overview of the case of property located at 
6615 Hickory Flat Highway which was zoned for use as a daycare/preschool 
only. She said the request was seeking to remove the condition placed at 
that time and to allow full Neighborhood Commercial to allow for a dentist 
office to open. 
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Commissioner Poole made a motion to close the Public Hearing at 6:10 p.m.; 
Commissioner Gunnin seconded and there was unanimous approval. 
 
Commissioner Johnston made the motion to approve the request to remove 
the condition and allow full Neighborhood Commercial use; Commissioner 
Gunnin seconded and there was unanimous approval 4-0.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
No one signed up to speak. 
 
 
ZONING CASES 
 
None Scheduled. 
 
              
 
 
COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
 
 CHAIRMAN       L. B. AHRENS 
 
A. Consider resolution asking Facebook to protect our teenagers from 
 predators and abuses of privacy.  
 
Commissioner Johnston made a motion to approve; Commissioner Poole 
seconded and there was unanimous approval 4-0. 
 
 
B. CCWSA (Cherokee County Water and Sewerage Authority) earned 
 Tops  in State award of large water systems for ‘Public Education’. 
 
Chairman Ahrens stated that this was for informational purposes as the 
CCWSA is a separate entity. He said that he was very proud of CCWSA on 
this statewide recognition that included such major water systems as 
Gwinnett, Clayton and Dekalb. He added that he hopes our media will follow 
up and maybe provide a little more information.  
  
 
 COMMISSION DISTRICT 1           HARRY B. JOHNSTON 
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 COMMISSION DISTRICT 2    RAYMOND GUNNIN 
 
 
 
 COMMISSION DISTRICT 3      BRIAN POOLE 

 
 
 

 VICE CHAIR/COMMISSION DISTRICT 4  JASON NELMS 
 
 
 
              
       
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
 
                   
 
 
 
COUNTY MANAGER  
 
 
2.1 Consider acceptance of lease agreement to use Cherokee Charter 
 Academy gymnasium facility for CYB (Cherokee Youth Basketball) 
 practices and games for the 2013-2016 seasons. 
 
Commissioner Gunnin made a motion to approve; Commissioner Johnston 
seconded and there was unanimous approval 4-0. 
 
 
2.2 Consider acceptance of lease agreement to use Chris G. Hite Memorial 
 Community Center gymnasium facility for CYB (Cherokee Youth 
 Basketball)  practices and games for the 2013-2016 seasons. 
 
Commissioner Poole made a motion to approve; Commissioner Gunnin 
seconded and there was unanimous approval 4-0. 
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2.3 Consideration of a request from the Cherokee County School System 
 to execute a quit-claim deed that adds a portion of Parkbrooke Drive 
 to County maintenance, approximately 275 feet in length. 
 
Commissioner Poole made a motion to approve; Commissioner Gunnin 
seconded and there was unanimous approval 4-0. 
 
 
2.4 Amendment: Consider final acceptance of all public rights-of-way, 
 roadways and appurtenant drainage structures in the Cherokee 75 
 Corporate  Park. 
 
Commissioner Gunnin made a motion to approve; Commissioner Johnston 
seconded and there was unanimous approval 4-0. 
 
 
2.5 Amendment: Consider approval of Intergovernmental Agreement 
 (IGA) with City of Woodstock Downtown Development Authority for 
 use of CATS Trolley for the month of December 2013.  
 
Commissioner Poole made a motion to approve; Commissioner Johnston 
seconded and there was unanimous approval 4-0. 
 
              
 
 
 
COUNTY ATTORNEY 
 
 
3.1 The Cherokee County Board of Commissioners held a Public Hearing on 
 November 19, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. to consider approval to remove 
 conditions placed upon property located at 7709 Turner Road at 
 the time of rezoning of property from R-1A (Residential) to CN 
 (Commercial) on January 14, 1986, Case No. 85-10-79. By unanimous 
 vote, no action was taken and the Case was moved to the December 
 3, 2013 meeting. 
 
Ms. Davis gave a brief summary and deferred the discussion to Ms. Vicki 
Taylor Lee and Commissioner Gunnin who had been working on the case 
since the Public Hearing on November 19, 2013. 
 
Ms. Taylor Lee referenced the revised list of uses provided to the Board 
today and also a couple of sketches she had made of the property related to 
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possible future expansion which would allow for no more than a total of 
10,000 additional square feet. Commissioner Gunnin recalled the agreement 
of applicant Ms. Baker to adhere to the provisions discussed in meetings 
which includes the requirement of a vegetative border in the event of any 
future construction. Ms. Baker spoke to the Board, thanking them for their 
consideration and work and her request and stated her agreement to the 
conditions as discussed.  
 
Commissioner Gunnin made a motion to approve; Ms. Davis asked 
Commissioner Gunnin for clarification on the vegetative border requirement. 
Specifically she asked for the record what type of trees were to be planted 
and how far apart. Commissioner Gunnin replied that the trees were to be 
juniper-type trees and deferred to Ms. Taylor Lee on how far apart to be 
planted. Ms. Taylor Lee stated that it would be appropriate to have them 
planted 20 feet apart on center. Commissioner Johnston asked for 
clarification on the buffer which was referenced once at 35 feet and then 30 
feet. Ms. Taylor Lee replied that the correct buffer is 30 feet.  Commissioner 
Johnston seconded and there was unanimous approval 4-0. 
 
 
3.2 Approval to call for a Public Hearing to consider revisions to the 
 Alcohol Beverages Ordinance. 
 
Ms. Davis advised that after much discussion at Work Session it was 
determined that staff would research this matter and provide a draft to her 
office prior to the next meeting date. She recommended not setting a Public 
Hearing date at this time but to discuss again at the next meeting since the 
matter was not particularly time-sensitive.  
 
Commissioner Poole made a motion to postpone setting the Public Hearing 
date to next meeting; Chairman Ahrens commented that the topic would be 
on the December 17, 2013 Work Session Agenda to call for a Public Hearing. 
Commissioner Gunnin seconded and there was unanimous approval 4-0. 
 
 
 
ADJOURN  
 
The Chairman asked if there was any further business. Hearing none, 
Commissioner Poole made a motion to adjourn at 6:36 p.m.; Commissioner 
Gunnin seconded and the motion received unanimous approval 4-0. 
 


